
 

Conditionals 

 If clause Main clause 

Zero conditional: 

true condition 

if + simple present 

(simple past) 

simple present (simple 

past) 

example If copper oxidizes, it becomes green 

First conditional: 

likely condition 

if + simple present will + infinitive 

example You’ll get a stomach-ache if you eat too much curry 

Second conditional: 

unlikely condition 

if + simple past would/could/should/might 

+ infinitive  

example if I were in you, I wouldn’t trust him 

Third conditional: 

impossible condition 

if + past perfect would/could/should/might 

+ have + past participle 

example 
He would have stopped, if he had realized that the 

traffic light was red 

 

���� Put the verb into the correct form – first, second or third conditional: 

1. If she had more experience, we ……………………………………………………… (to 
offer) her that job as a veterinarian. 

2. If they ……………………………………………………… (to offer) us a unit price of $ 
4.50, we will accept to build a new hospital. 

3. If I had £ 10 million, I ……………………………………………………… (to invest) in 
cancer research. 

4. If we ……………………………………………………… (to hire) a factoring agency, we 
would recover our debts more easily. 

5. If Liz passes her exam, her father ............................................... (to 
give) her a present. 

6. If I gave your firm order in advance for one year, 

……………………………………………………… (to reduce) the price by 10%? 
7. If you ……………………………………………………… (to give) me a special price, I’ll 

put it in a bigger order. 
8. If the sale of alcohol was banned in Europe, there 

……………………………………………………… (to be) fewer road accidents. 
9. If we ……………………………………………………… (to ensure) free maintenance, 

would you buy a new photocopier from us? 
10. How long ……………………………………………………… (to hold) your prices, if we 

order today? 
11. If Mary ............................................. (to phone), can you tell her I’ll 

be back at 7:00? 
12. If you .................................................. (not/want) to go out tonight, 

we can stay at home. 


